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Overview 
Henri Matisse was born in a town in Northern France with little sun and 
natural light.  But he grew up with colors. Surrounded by colorful plates 
painted by his mother and pigeons whose colors changed when they moved, 
Matisse continued to love and paint his childhood memory throughout his life. 
Not everyone will grow up to be an artist, but what aesthetic education they 
receive will definitely have a great impact on their life.  After the story about 
Matisse, the students will be asked to decorate a blank plate with colorful 
pieces already cut out for them. While the students are concentrated at their 
projects. The teacher will give a brief introduction about herself. The teacher 
will also showcase some of her original artwork and talk about why she created 
such a curriculum and how the children will benefit from it. 

Activities 
1. Story of Matisse Childhood will be talked about with a paper craft 

backdrop and paper dolls like a puppet show.  

Above: puppet of young Henri Matisse, Henri’s mother painting plate 
2. Matisse’s still life drawing and pigeons cut out art will be shown to the 

class. Students will be encouraged to talk about them. 
3. Students will decorate a blank paper plate.  

. 

 

Materials 
• White paper plates 

• Glue 

• Recycled pieces 

Books  
§ Basic Art Series 2.0 

Henri Matisse 
§ The Iridescence of Birds: 

A Book About Henri 
Matisse 

 

 

 
Instructor: Zhi Luo 

 


